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SUBJECT: LONDON REACTION TO REPORTS THAT TALKS BETWEEN 
PRESIDENT AND FOREIGN VISITORS WERE RECORDED 

1. THE TIMES OF JULY 18 REPORTS THAT PRIME MINISTER 
HEATH DURING HIS RECENT MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT NIXON 
LAST FEBRUARY IN WASHINGTON DID NOT KNOW THE 
CONVERSATIONS WERE BEING RECORDED BUT HE IS SAID TO BE 
NOT UNDULY WORRIED ABOUT IT. TIMES STATES THAT THIS 
REACTION FROM OFFICIAL QUARTERS YESTERDAY INDICATES THAT 
THE PRIME MINISTER WANTS TO AVOID BEING BROUGHT INTO THE 
WATERGATE AFFAIR OR TO CRITICIZE THE METHODS USED IN 
WASHINGTON TO RECORD TALKS BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND HIS 
VISITORS. EVEN SO. TIMES CONTINUES, THE PRIME MINISTER 

IS ANXIOUS TO HAVE IT KNOWN THAT NO SUCH METHODS ARE USED 
WHEN OFFICIAL VISITORS COME TO 10 DOWNING STREET OR OTHER 
MINISTERIAL OFFICES FOR CONFIDENTIAL TALKS. GUARDIAN 
AND DAILY TELEGRAPH TODAY CARRY STORIES GENERALLY 
SIMILAR TO TIMES. 

2. MEANWHILE IN PARLIAMENT QUESTIONS ABOUT THE REPORTS 
THAT MR. HEATH'S TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT WERE RECORDED 
HAVE BEEN PUT DOWN BY TWO LABOR MPS. ON JULY 26 THE 
PRIME MINISTER WILL BE ASKED (A) WHETHER HE IS SATISFIED 
THAT THE TAPING IN NO WAY CONSTITUTES A DANGER TO THE 
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SECURITY OF THE UK, AND (B) IF HE WILL ASK THE PRESIDENT 
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TO SUPPLY COPIES OF THE TAPES SO THAT THEY CAN BE PLACED 
AMONG BRITISH ARCHIVES. 

ANNENBERG 
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